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The Sopwith SF.1 Dolphin was designed during the 2nd quarter of 1917 to make use of the promising new 200hp HispanoSuiza V8
s

geared Hisso”engine which sl t per the SPAD X an SE. One oher veriding considration was to overcoms the
amel.
prototype SE/1 rolled out in May 1917 i i Jetel e
section, unbalanced Camel &finand wooden iage Vee struts. The very deep fuselage occupied the' fll hg)ght of
of the engine. Th e
catoutsinthe bottom wing,removin th frontal ndmor (which allowed the slvelln.lmmg of the nose) and npla(mgll with twin
P
fuselage. i prototypes SF.1/3 & SE.1/dwhich d
ol fin, lowered ing and twin i
It was prtty muchinthis form thatth initial roduction Dolph deivered in ate November 1917, except they
ee struts. The twi d

quickly deleted, and fnqmuy the starboard gun was removed in service. Early pn)du(uon ‘Sopwith SF.1 Dolphins featured a Birch
Blywood talsid, 4 radiators and verticl neck padding o the centre section, There were sevral attempts to provide roll over”
release for the
port cockpit rigging to allow the pilot to escape from an upmmed e improvements incorporated on late production
aircraft included a steel tube tail skid, 8" radiators and a centre section with improved Aldis sight mounts and more streamlined

padding.

8 geared ‘Hisso" engine would continue to plague the Dolphin for most
of s service (as they did for the SE.5a “Hisso’) but mmauy e xegarded as a high altitude fighter. The Sopi
Dolphin 11 French in mid -Sui the UshS onlerelover
2000 obe bult b SACK i Prace but the Arnieice v signed before any were dalssed and the rder was canceled. The Souith
5F1 Dolphm Il was unde iper” version
of the 200hy it of Deghin Hand d can be identified by lhﬂrlowe'rpr S
lineand (u.\ly (owled Vickers, gnns < Nearl 1800 0 Dolhing were i by The Sopuith Aviation Company LTD, Hooper & Company LTD

the RAF in September

WWL srcaftcolours are contentious a the best of times and we have done our best to provsde what we consider to be accurate
th's Fuselage Fabric that
Cellon Dope &2 coats of P.G(sic) ot Plgnznt Known as Cellon Scheme A"- PC10 was made fmm mixes of yellow ochre, iron oxuie
and the
o

lements Theundersidsof he vings tdplane and e

PC10 dope.
f x]\e fabric areas. Metal brackets and fittir ly i Ul i 1 new.
which would loseitsshine relatively quukly in service Richard Alexander 2017
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32.5£t (9.90m) 22.25ft (6.78m) | 2008 1b (911kg) | 128mph (206kph)
=

gine:
(all lypes) 1779 June 1917 to July 1919 | 200hp Hispano-Suiza geared V8
zmoou (6400m) 2x.303 (7.7mm) Vickers Mk.L, up to 2x .303 (7.7mm) Lewis guns and 100 Ib (45kg) of bombs |
i ith Dolphin, JM Bruce, 1995 - Sopwith Av ings - The Sopuith Dolghin n REC, RNAS,RAF &
Polish Servi fonal 2012 - Techni i inSE3 Ryl ArForce 1915 - Hogspor V3175, |
§ February 1919 - Sopith War 1, Norman Franks, Osprey 2002 - Tru

fax 2
‘The Vintage Aviator LTD - Colin Owers - Private Collections
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Warning:  Choki L Keep sma i from children. Use glue and paint in a well ventilated.

ing and :
area. cutting an
t finduded,
Assembly:  Read all the instructions re starting assembly. Use glue intended for plastic modls.
mble metal i i in uded) c (CA) or epoxy glue.
T el llocatic i drill bi £atleast Imm. To make
Rigging: s e - : : AL TR -
to replicate any turnbuckles.
Painting: ly i o e
Decals: Cut out each decal ired. Soak i 15 seconds. Sl ing pape:
7 itis helpful tothe
St s ) k o

Hints & Tips: Pleasz ou websitefor additional photos, hints and tips to assst you i getting the bestresult from
jour ngmlt Wings mods

Construction Step @ Choose 0 Attention é Remove
Part Number
@ DoNot Cement  [JL9P Option é Diill

Decal

P1] Photo Etch Part @ Cement For Metal G Other Side 6 Paint Colour

Al colours Federal Sandard

BN Brass
B copper XF6 12
Gun Metal X10 27004
Aluminium - matt XF16 27001
B steel XES6 27003
Light Wood" - semi gloss XF78" 93' 20340"
JEN Dark Wood - gloss XF68" 160" 20111*
Rubber - matt XFG9 66 35042
[ ceather - semi gloss XES2 62 20219
Irish Linen - gloss X2 (x10) + XFS5 (1) | 22 (c10) + 148 (x1) 17885
PC10 dope (greenish) -semi gloss | XF62 (x2) + XF10 (x1) - 26120
BN P10 dope (brownish) - semi gloss | XF62 (x1) + XF10 (1) 170 26120
¥ P10 paint - gloss XF62 170 24083
BN Black - semi gloss x18 85
Dark Mustard Yellow - semi gloss XF4 (1) + XFS9(x1) 91 -
B Red- semigloss XE7 60 21350
[EN Battleship Grey (BSG) dark - semi gloss | XF24 (x2) + XF74 (x1) 123 26081
Rust - matt XE9 113 30061
B White - semi gloss XE2 34
Clear Red - gloss XE27 1321 B
Linen - matt XEST 121 30475
Battleship Grey (BSG) light - semi gloss XE82 106 25164
[ clear Green- gloss X25 1325 -

Note: Apply clear varnish to achieve the desired gl i-gloss finish. See ite hi ips




= NotUsed.

Photo Etch




main petrol tank

”9“ ABCD
6@ Paint bracket €)

Remove for early
production




Intake manifold &
% gal water tank

Carburetter

200hp _ Hispano-Suiza V8
geared “Hisso” engine under-
going maintenance at 79 Sqn.
Well over a dozen manufactur-
ers built this Hispano Suiza
engine under license and
almost all suffered supply and
reliability problems. Note the
magnetos and disassembled
carburetter & intake manifold.




Front gun

tachometer

Egon 191079

Bngin bay dealfom 79 Squadron ey produc-
tion Sopwith built Dolphin C3905 which was
captured on 23 March 1918 and extensively
examined by the Germans, Note the gears of the
Constantinesco (CC) synchronizing system

‘This photo and all following photos show 200hp
Hispano-Suiza V8 geared “Hisso” powered Sopwith
SE1 Dolphin 1 unless specifed otherise

Hyland Type B
e P

Paint padding @)

onm °

or
T,

Officers of 87 Squadton photographed with twin Vickers Mk.1*

un positions ha

sn Belphin C8157 M visbl i the ba
87 Squadron from October 1918 until January 1919.

o e iepon ol o]

for this mock up. Sopwith
chground served vith

B Lpeitioncate

FN:JG 1 Erly production

o




Quick release ftting.

INTERIOR PAINTING GUIDE

7 ) S .

97
i
A7, B
DN

Rigging material not supplied
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Late production steel

555, ABCD
Early production birch
‘wood ply tail skid

Generator for pressurizing
Constantinesco (CC)
synchronizing system

Drill hole for late
production torque wire!

Cut hole for foot step detail

Remove raised detail, fill &
sand smooth (both sides)

Remove foot step
surround

Pa@

Foot step surround
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Rigging material
not supplied

5 < Tailplane detail from late production Sopwith
uilt Dolphin E4764 as seen on page 21.

i




a RADIATORS & INTERPLANE STRUTS

PTG Early production 4" radiators & shutters

Early production
Sopwith front cowl

Darracq front cowl
Fill and sand smooth

Rl aton)
Hooper it DlghinDSZ63 o o pge15
Note the patchy appearance. caused by the

Early production 4” radiator detail from
the Sopuith ik Dolphinshowm on page
22. Later in the war some units installed
long tubes from the ejecion chutes or
wire mesh to prevent spent shell cases
from damaging the radiators. Note the
Sopwith Factory decal on the shutter.

Delphln) 55053, The Dolghi pection
doors appear much the same except they
usually had _the _aluminium - frame
perpainted with PC10 enamel.




‘We recommend leaving this off to
better display your engine detail.

Cabane and Lewis gun detail Cabane and Lewis gun detail
from an unidentified late produc- from early production Sopwith
tion_Sopwith _built Dolphin, _built Dolphin C3816.

possibly with 90 Squadron.

htetiid ABcD

Srarboard Lewis | | JT port Lewis MK Il

P
producion

7 Squadming Ve M b
B Tt el x2

Top shield and cabane detail from
the early production Sopwith built
Dolphin shown on page 22. This
early production aircraft has yet to

cooling jackets appear to have been
painted battleship grey ¢) -

have its Aldis sight installed and
il caries brackets for both the

J | vort ‘and starbosrd Leuis guns, -
Note that the Vickers Mkl 0ASmm

Remove for carly
production

Remove for carly
production

Cocking device cable




arriage detail
the early production Sopwith
built Dolphin shown on page
22. Note the steel tube Vee
struts, dark shock absorber

Paint shock
Axlefairing  Paintaxles () absorbercoils €)

coils and Palmer Detachable |-
Shield No.2.

Palmer Detachable
‘Shield No.2

—

>20lb Cooper bombs as carried by Dolphins on
‘ground attack duties from the middle of 1918.

201b Cooper bombs
and carrier
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PAINT COLOUR SCHEME AND DECAL GUIDE Sopwith 5E.1 Dolphin

9 sopuith 5E.1 Dolphin C3785, RNAS Dover, early 1918 |

pwith SE.1 Dolphin C: : th Aviation C i
1917 (numbers C3777 to C4276) and was delivered to RNAS Dover in January 1918. Dolphin C3785 was one of the very first
few aircrat to enter service and as such has the original twin Lewis gun armament installed. Note the early production 4"
radiators and interesting “boar's head” nose art.

Ly A7
Sopwith SF.1 Dolphin C3785 remained at Dover until June 1918, by which time the RNAS & RFC had combined to form the

RAF 2 months earlier, then served with 23 Sqn RAF from late October 1918 until it was damaged in a crash landing in December
1918 when a wheel fell off.

13
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A young lady poses
beside C3803.

Sopwith SF.1 Dolphin :
[c SID g
1918,

P

visibiity

lied, PC10. The type &

the PC10 fuselage but in other photos it i quite clear, as are the Holt flares and
night flying lights. Dolphin C3803 was serving with 91 Squadron RAF by April
1918 until it was destroyed i the fatal crash of WJ Cox in June 1918,

| g T m




D Sopu owith 5F.1 Dolphin C3824 “U”, .vw Pearson (12 victories) & CE Walton (17 victory),
ight 23 Sqn RAF, May to July 19

Sopwlth SE.1 Dolphm C3824°0° e from the same pradll(hon orderas [E9, 3 & [B) and was completed in December
D e N R untilit was
S by 1S3 Walton on o July1918. The behind the
T.UY,W,Y ted 23 Squadron

aircaft had their wheels painted white but pholographl( evidence tends to indicate that C Flight had red or simply PC10
hee F.1 Dolphin “U, evidently also flown by Pearson, appears to have
had it's wheels fnished as red, wh\(e and blue cockades  Elgh also reponedly painted the letter °C” on the nose but

@ itis possible they were camoutiaged with a Peio equwﬂ.\em pmn( @ st Squadron. The Cooper bomb
rrier under the fuselage i in mid 1918 when even high altitude fighters ke the Dolphin
were mercilessly thrust into ground strafing e

James William Bridgeport C: d traveled to C.
Canada and the UK hewas posted o 2 Squadron i early 1918, Pearson was ﬂymgSopwxlh .1 Dolpl-un e
credited with his 1st victory on 30 May, his 2nd on 3 June and 3rd and 4th in the morning of 1 July 1918. His 12th and final
victory was awarded on 1 November 1918, Pearson left the RAF in September 1919 and went home to New Jersey to run a
succssultxtle busngss. James diedin January 1993 aged 9. CE Wallon wasalo from the USA and served n 23 Sqn from
e until 22 July 1918,
in Albatros. On the way home Walton became lost in et foggy s md«a in the resulting
Crsh landing, Walton was OK.

23 Squadron Sopwith
SE.1 Dolphin C4150 Y is
from the same Sopwith
production order as [

[B dcd

with C Flight from early
May 1918 until it was
damaged after it's engine
failed during take off in
Iate June 1915,

i T T I
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‘Sopwith SF.1 Dolphin C3879 “Q" s from the same Sopwith production order as I8, 3> & [@and was delivered to 79 Sqn
in late June 1918 where it was  regular mount of 17 victory New Zealand ace RB Bannerman. C3879 had accumulated 189
fying hours by the time it was written off as “unfit for further service” in early November 1918. The 79 Squadron marking
during this period was the white square seen behind the fuselage cockade and C flight aircraft used letters N, O, P, Q, R &S,
repeated on the starboard top wing. A photo of C3879 with the port top wing being replaced due to flack damage shows that
the rear decking behind the cockpit was overpainted a darker colour, almost certainly an enamel paint roughly matched to
PC10. This same photo confirms that the original Sopwith factory applied PCL0 and stencils had been overpainted with fresh
PC10, probably folloving maintenance at 79 Squadron. Th Couper bomb caier under th fuseage is evidence of the
like the Dolphin

duties.

Ronald Burns Bannerman was from Invercargill in New Zealand, where he learned to fly in 1916. He joined the REC in March
S Rs it 79 Sz e to b cedtd with i 65 vitory e EREPD VL o 4 it 1018 e
fying C3 dwith 14 of his 1 F.1 Dolphin C3879. Bannerman
Coeksackto e sl e e e s e St Bl orly intemuping his carser o srve in the Royal
New Zealand Air Force (RNZAF) during the Second World War. He died in August 1978 aged.

i
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Paint underside and apply decals

asper B

Sopwith SF.1 Dolphin C8163 "A” i a late producton aircaft from an order for puoia placed w,m the Darraq Motor
Engineering Company LTD in July 1917 (numbers C8001 to C8200).
aregular mount of 1 victory Australian ace HJ Larkin. The 87 Squadron mzm..g i et e st
front of letters A, B, C, D, E &F, repeated on the starboard top wing. At

ealier serving aircraft appear to hm el e e et gend Wlpr oty It i
appears to have ceased by the time CB163 amived: e coulings appear to have received acoatof PC10 cquivalent pant. The
Cooper bomb. mid high altitud ﬁgh(er&llke
the Dolphin were mercilessly thrust into ground stmﬁng duties. Some 87 Squadron Dolphms were modified to carry the
unwanted cabane mounted Lewis guns on the bottom wings but it is not confirmed if 8163 was ever ftted with these during
it's service with the Squadron.

Herbert Joseph “Jimmy” Larkin was from Brisbane Australia and joined the Royal Australian Engineers as soon as war was
dedlared. He served as a signaler in Egypt and Gallipoli until he was wounded in September 1915 and evacuated to the UK. He
joined the REC in early 1916 and initially flew two seat aircraft with 5 Squadron. In April 1918 he was posted to 87 Squadron as
commander of A Flight and would be awarded his first two victories on 3 June while flying Sopwith SF.1 Dolphin C4173. His
remaining 9 vctories were allawarded while fying C8163 beten 21 August and 16 September 1918. Lrkin eturned to

ts that survived
until the early 1930s. Larken returned to Eumpz in 1937 and died on the Channel Island of Guernsey in 1972 aged 77

| g T T I m




Late production Snpwl‘h SF.1 Dophin C8122 “A"is from the same Darrac production ordecss [ andwas delvred to 79
Squadron n late 1

> oo

Ealy pmdumon 57 Squadron Sopuith SP.1 Dolphin C4137 V", presumably from C Plxgh( is from the same Sopwith production
orderas F9, [, [ & [ and served from mid May 1918 until August 1918 when a wheel fell off causing enough damage
that it had to be sent away for repair.

1 Dolphin F7065 U is ducti acq in June 191 79
Sq\mdmn until 10 Apnl Lot Note that by thetime F7065 was finished in very late 1913 or earlv 1919, Daracq was alidle more
generous with I 18

L L L 1 1 i
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T pmd\lcnon Sopwith SE.1 Dalphin DS263 i from a production order for 200 aircaft placed wllh pr« &Co Ltdin
June 1917 (numbers D5201 to DS400) 1918, Note the very pale
battleship (srvice?) grey interplane struts @) and pal the
gloss PC10 because of Al

on.

S e e X
it bult Dolphin C delivered to 79 Sqn on 15 March 1918 and was lost in action 8 days ere
having amassed just under 7 hours fiying time. The pilot, o Clarke, became a POW. See also page 5.

Unidentified It Dolphin “H or ‘U
7E.1 Snipe in the back h h




|

Unarmed Sopwith built 5F1 Dolphin C4171 is from the same production order as 2%, [, [@ & [1)> and was serving with 4
ini 11918, i i £RE.

background.

Sopwx(h buile Dolphin D370 has come to gref, «prparendy ater the wheels of 90 Squadron o 504 C560 dxpp d it top

D700 waTB B, e and contnuc e s D0 Saumdron il i was desRr ST kel o Tty 1515 e
the port wing folded up in fight killing MC Brown. Note the heavily stained clear doped lin
undershield. Decals

are for inspection
us, should probably be in the locations shown here and on page

en fuselage bottom and missing
‘markings applied to moving surfaces and, although not visible in any photos known to

20




v Late pvxoducnon Sapwn.h 5F.1 Dolphins of 1 Squm'lmn Canadian Air Force mr_ludmg Seprwnzl\ built 4764 & E4776, Darracq
bl F1055 & B7076 amd Hooper built-J3 & J1 (or J14) photographed in late November

~ Sopuith Dalphin 2nd prototype in it's inital form with radiators
‘mounte P
o improve downward visibility which in practice tumed out to be
completely useless.

< Sopwith Dolphin 1t prototype in it's latter form with extended rear
decking. Note the somewhat challenging appearance brought on by the
full frontal radiator.

Sopwl(h Delphin 4th prototype appeass very similr to producion
Vee struts. It was allocated
the serial number 86871 and went on to serve with 19 Squadron from
November 1917 unil L. McClintock was shot down and kiled on 26
February 193

=
Sopwith Dolphin 3rd prototype in it's initial form
before the rear decking was lowere
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D3754 from a production order for 200 aircraft placed with the Sopwith Aviation Co Ltd in November 1917 (numbers D3576 to

D3775).

PR.1500

Product Design by Darren Mildenhall

ton, New Zealand,

ity by attending the
ating with a major in
During the degree he

developed a passion for form and the aesthetic
appeal of a product and how to utilise CAD software to realise and
develop a concept. Joining Wingnut Wings as a 3 modeller has

skil in these areas through the creation and
‘manipulation of complex 3D forms.

e o desiping VL moc st Daren s grphic
based art and Cshirt design, 2 lot of which is inflenced
sk pop olton, ypesaphy and the e 1050w

Box Art by Steve Anderson

| Stere Andaron s a0 avid Histran o ity
B® | aviation, wit al i in the many
RS LR s tnd wiplane of Word War
“The aircraft and battles of famous World War I
LRI aces such as Baron Manfred von Richthofen
et kaown 3 the "Red. Baro, Janes MeCudden, Rl
Lufbery, Emst Udet, Wemer Voss, and other pioneers of
Gnghaning v among Steves vome sucts

ically

creates works that reflect scrupulous attention to
te detal,

time of day of an actual battle.

Visit Steve's website at: wwranderson-art.com.

Profile Art by Ronny Bar

Ronny Bar developed.a keen interest n airplanes
%! from an early age, lving close a the I Palomar

building models: Spitfires and Messerschmitt first.. Camels and
Fokkzls Iste. Hi becaa 8 sl bse pler vith o carec

General Manager, Richard Alexander

A native of Wellington New Zealand, Richard
b 8 long term iteret i miltary
history, race cars & motor
sty ok ra o the ‘605, Othr Interets
include mountain biking, scotch and cigars.
A.. mmpluhad modeller Richard's models have twice been

(me o them heing & o 1e|lmg more than Y 200

.na umed Tim dhe inavgural TalmyaCnn(NZ) Master Modclhr
in 2001. Many

over Argentina.

i pnva(emllk(mmumnd ot hoghheno
longer accepts commissions.

1991and

Hmdnn focued His a!nady groving interest for that Haaric

wtwork is regularly appearing in._journs
Publictions ke Windsock Worldwide, Windsock Datafles, Coss
& Cockade and Over th Front.

Visit Ronny's website at: wirw ronnybarprofiles.com

brings with him a keen eye for detail and a passion for ensuring

like about this model, you can blame him.

If you do have comments, requests o suggestions, Richard is
concattable a richardowingmatwingscom

the 1914-18 Aviati




32073 1/32 Sopwith SE1 Dolphin Qy
01320734 | Aparts
01320738 | Bparts
0132073C | Cparts
0132073D | Dparts
132E0002 | E parts 200hp Hispano-suiza
0132073P_| Ph

7132073 | Instructions

9132073 | Decals

32019-1/32 Plalz DXl

Also available from

www.wingnutwings.com

©2017 Wingnut Wings Ltd. PO Box 15-319 Miramar, Wellington 6022 New Zealand.
Allrights reserved. Designed in New Zealand - Manufactured in China.
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